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DAM  SAFETY  PROGRAM 

Atwood  Lake  Dam 
M l s sou r i 
defter son 

Tributary  of  Sandy  Creek 
8  October  1980 


The  Atwood  Lake  Dam  was  visually  inspected  by  engineering  personnel  of 
Horner  &  Shifrin,  Inc.,  Consulting  Engineers,  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The 
purpose  of  this  inspection  was  to  assess  the  general  condition  of  the  dam  with 
respect  to  safety  and,  based  upon  this  inspection  and  available  data, 
determine  if  the  dam  poses  a  hazard  to  human  life  or  property. 

The  following  summarizes  the  findings  of  the  visual  inspection  and  the 
results  of  certain  hydrologic/hydraulic  investigations  performed  under  the 
direction  of  the  inspection  team.  Based  on  the  visual  inspection  and  the 
results  of  these  hydrologic/hydraulic  investigations,  the  present  general 
condition  of  the  dam  is  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  However,  several  items 
were  noticed  during  the  inspection  which  are  considered  to  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  overall  safety  and  future  operation  of  the  dam.  These  items 
include  erosion  of  the  upstream  face  of  the  embankment,  trees  and  areas  of 
dense  undergrowth  on  the  downstream  face  of  the  embankment,  and  erosion  of  the 
emergency  spillway  outlet  channel.  Animal  burrows  were  not  observed  during 
the  inspection,  but  their  presence  was  indicated  by  Mr.  LaPlant,  the  camp 
caretaker. 

According  to  the  criteria  set  forth  in  the  recommended  guidelines,  the 
magnitude  of  the  spillway  design  flood  for  the  Atwood  Lake  Dam,  which  is 
classified  as  small  in  size  and  of  high  hazard  potential,  is  specified  to  be  a 
minimum  of  one-half  the  Probable  Maximum  Flood  (PMF).  Considering  the  fact 
that  a  relatively  small  volume  of  water  is  impounded  by  the  dam,  that  the 


flood  plain  downstream  of  the  dam  is  fairly  broad,  and  That  there  are  hut 
three  dwellings  within  the  estimate  !  flood  damagt •  .-on-,  it  is  roconn»>'nd*.*i1  that 
the  spillways  for  this  dam  be  designed  for  one -half  the  PMr.  The  Probable 
Maximum  Flood  (PM F)  is  the  flood  that  may  be  expected  f rnm  the  most  severe 
combination  of  critical  meteorolngie  and  hydrnlogi''  cm  id  il.  ions  that  an; 
reasonably  possible  in  the  region. 

Results  of  a  hydrologic/hydraulic  analysis  indicated  the  spillways, 
principal  plus  emergency,  are  inadequate  to  safely  pass  lake  outflow  resulting 
from  a  storm  of  one-half  PMF  magnitude  without  significant  degradation  by 
erosion  of  the  emergency  spillway  crest.  The  spillways  are  capable  of  passing 
lake  outflow  resulting  from  the  one  percent  chance  (100-year  frequency)  flood 
and  the  outflow  corresponding  to  about  42  percent  of  the  PMF.  According  to 
the  St.  Louis  District,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  length  of  the  downstream 
damage  zone,  should  failure  of  the  dam  occur,  is  estimated  to  be  one  mile. 
Within  the  potential  flood  damage  zone  are  three  dwellings  and  a  farm 
building. 

A  review  of  available  data  did  not  disclose  that  seepage  or  stability 
analyses  of  the  dam  were  performed.  This  is  considered  a  deficiency  and 
should  be  rectified. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  Owner  take  the  necessary  action  in  the  near 
future  to  correct  or  control  the  deficiencies  and  safety  defects  reported 
herein.  Restoration  and  protection  of  the  upstream  face  of  the  dam  should  he 
assigned  a  high  priority. 


S' 

Harold  n.  Lockett 
P.  F.  Missouri  £-4189 
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PHASE  I  INSPECTION  REPORT 


NATIONAL  0AM  SAFETY  UROGRAM 
ATWOOD  LAKE  DAM  -  Ml)  T 1  ’  7] 

SECTION  ].  -  PRO  TECT  ['FORMAT  ION 


1.1  GENERAL 

a.  Authority .  Tl>  National  Dam  Insp'-et  inn  Art,  Dublin  Law  V-V.7,  rja‘  ed 
8  August  1972,  authorized  the  Secret  ary  of  Un-  Army,  t  h rough  the  tjurfv-.  f 
Engineers,  to  initiate  a  program  of  safety  in-snoot; ion  of  darns  f"  nughcur 
United  States.  Pursuant  to  the  above ,  the  St.  Louis  District,  Cur;:',  of 
Engineers,  directed  that  o  safety  inspection  of  the  Atwood  I  a>«  Dam  he  v-d-. 

b.  Purpose  of  Inspect  h>n.  The  purpose  of  rd'es  visua'  inspect i-'o  was  t~ 
make  an  assessment  of  the  general  condition  of  the  jam  with  re«Dect  t)  sat'-civ 
and,  based  upon  available  data  and  this  inspection,  determine  if  the  dim  poser 
a  hazard  to  human  life  or  property. 

c.  Evaluation  Criteria.  This  evaluation  was  performed  in  accordance 
with  tne  "Phase  I"  investigation  procedures  as  prescribed  in  the  "Recommended 
Guidelines  for  Safety  Inspection  of  Dams",  Appendix  D  to  "Report  to  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  on  the  National  Program  of  Inspection  of  Nan-Federal  Dams",  dated 
May  1973. 

1.2  DESCRIP i ION  OF  PROJECT 

a.  Description  of  Dam  and  Appurtenances.  The  Atwood  Lake  Dam  is  an 
earthf ill  type  embankment  rising  approximately  27  feet  above  the  natural 
streambed  at  the  downstream  toe  of  the  harrier.  The  upstream  sid°  nf  the 
embankment,  according  to  information  shown  no  the  dam  const  rue than  drawings, 
is  indicated  to  have  a  slope  of  lv  on  7.5h:  however,  because  of  r>rnsion,  the 
slope  has  become  considerably  steeper  above  the  normal  waterline  across  most 
of  the  dam.  The  downstream  side  of  the  dam  is  snmewh.it  irregular  with  a  slope 
of  approximately  lv  on  ?.?h  near  the  top  of  the  structure,  but  becoming 
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flatter,  about  lv  on  2.9h,  near  the  base  of  the  daro.  The  width  of  the  i. rest 
is  approximately  12  feet  unit  the  ham  is  about  a  73  feet  long.  A  plan  and 
profile  of  the  dam  is  shown  on  Plate  a  cross-sect. inn  of  the  darn  is  shown  on 
Plate  4,  and  an  overview  photograph  of  the  dam  is  shown  following  the  preface 
at  the  front  of  the  report.  At  normal  pool  elevation,  the  reservoir  impounded 
by  the  dam  occupies  approximately  7  acres. 

The  dam  has  both  a  principal  and  an  emergency  spillway.  The  principal 
spillway,  a  4-foot  square  reinforced  concrete  drop  inlet  structure  with  a 
concrete  back  wall  that  serves  to  protect  the  dam  and  a  48-inch  diameter  pipe 
outlet  that  passes  through  the  dam,  is  located  at.  tine  right,  or  south,  end  of 
the  dam.  The  drop  inlet  structure  is  about  3.9  feet  deep.  A  6-inch  valve 
located  in  the  bottom  of  the  structure  is  provided  to  allow  partial  lake 
drawdown.  The  outlet  channel  for  the  principal  spillway  follows  a  course 
along  the  hillside  of  the  right  abutment  for  about  63  feet  before  dropping 
abruptly  at  a  sandstone  outcropping  to  the  original  stream  channel  downstream 
of  the  dam.  A  profile  of  the  principal  spillway  out’et  is  shown  on  Plate  4. 

The  emergency  spillway  is  located  at  the  left,  or  north,  abutment.  The 
spillway  outlet  charnel,  an  excavated  earthen  trapezoidal  section,  is  cut  into 
the  hillside  at  the  end  of  the  dam.  An  earthen  bank  that  serves  to  confine 
flow  to  the  channel  and  protect  the  dam  is  constructed  on  the  right  side  of 
the  channel.  The  bank  extends  to  a  point  approximately  60  feet  downstream  of 
the  center  of  the  dam.  Just  beyond  the  end  of  the  bank,  the  outlet  channel 
bends  to  the  south  and  flows  along  a  course  that  closely  parallels  the  dam. 

The  spillway  outlet  channel  appears  to  join  the  original  stream  channel  at  a 
point  about  40  feet  downstream  of  the  dam.  A  profile  of  the  emergency 
spillway  crest  section  and  a  cross-section  of  the  spillway  at  the  centerline 
of  the  dam,  are  shown  on  Plate  8. 

b.  Location.  The  dam  is  located  on  an  unnamed  tributary  of  Sandy  Creek 
about  0.6  mile  northwest  of  the  intersection  of  Sandy  Road  and  t.he  entrance 
road  to  Camp  Cedar  Ledge;  and  about  3.6  miles  northeast  of  the  community  of 
Pevely,  Missouri,  as  shown  on  the  Regional  Vicinity  Map,  Plate  1.  Th”  nan  is 
located  within  U.  S.  Survey  437,  approximately  l,inn  feet  southeast  and  ?'>0 
feet  northeast  of  the  northwest  corner  of  Survey  437,  in  Township  41  North, 
Range  6  East,  in  Jefferson  County. 
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c.  Size  Classification.  The  si/e  classification  based  on  the  height  of 
the  dam  and  storage  capacity,  is  categorized  as  small  (per  Table  l, 

Recommended  Guidelines  for  Safety  Inspection  of  Onim.l . 

d.  Hazard  Classification.  The  Atwood  Lake  Gam,  according  to  the  St. 
Louis  District,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  a  high  hazard  potential,  meaning  that 
if  the  dam  should  fail,  there  may  he  loss  of  life,  serious  damage  to  homes ,  or 
extensive  damage  to  agricultural,  industrial  and  commercial  facilities, 
important  public  utilities,  main  highways,  or  railroads.  The  estimated  flood 
damage  zone,  should  failure  of  the  dam  occur,  as  determined  by  the  St.  Louis 
District,  extends  one  mile  downstream  of  the  dam.  Within  the  possible  damage 
zone  are  three  dwellings  and  a  farm  building.  Those  features  lying  within  the 
downstream  damage  zone  as  reported  by  the  St.  Louis  District,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  were  verified  hy  the  inspection  team. 

e.  Ownership.  The  lake  and  dam  are  owned  by  the  Girl  Scout  Council  of 
Greater  St.  Louis.  The  main  office  of  the  Girl  Scout  organization  is  located 
at  915  Olive  Street,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  63101.  Mr.  Gary  Winzenburger , 
Property  Manager,  is  the  Owner's  representative. 

f.  Purpose  of  Dam.  The  dam  impounds  water  for  recreational  use  by  the 
Girl  Scout  organization. 

g.  Design  and  Construction  History.  According  to  Ms.  Amanda  Schlueter, 
the  original  dam,  a  structure  approximately  17  feet  high,  was  built  by  her 
father,  Henry  Schlueter,  sometime  around  1955.  Ms.  Schlueter  reported  that 
her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  const  runted  the  dam  during  his  spare 
time.  In  1969,  following  acquisition  of  the  property  hy  the  Girl  Scout 
Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis,  based  on  plans  prep  ircd  jointly  by  Reitz  \  Jens, 
Consuting  Engineers,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  u.  s.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  the  dam  was  raised  approximately  10  feet  and  new 
spillways  were  provided.  Construction  plan1',  bear  inn  the  Reitz  .5  Jens  title 
block  for  these  dam  improvements,  reference  Ptat.es  6  through  P,  arc  included 
herein.  The  contractor  that  performed  the  work  indicated  nn  the  plans  could 
not  be  determined.  Since  improving  the  dam  in  l'WT9,  there  have  been  nn 
subsequent  changes  or  additions  to  the  structure. 
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h.  Normal  Operational  Procedure.  The  lake  level  is  unregulated.  Lake 
outflow  is  governed  by  the  combined  capacities  of  a  drop  inlet  type  principal 
spillway  and  an  excavated  earth  type  emer-  jenny  •;pi  !  i  way. 

1.3  PERTINENT  DATA 

a.  Orainaqe  Area.  Except  for  some  pasture  land  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  watershed,  the  area  tributary  to  the  lake  is  for  the  most  part,  in  a  native 
state  covered  with  timber.  The  watershed  above  the  dam  amounts  to 
approximately  93  acres.  The  watershed  area  is  outlined  on  Plate  2. 

b.  Discharge  at  Dams.it e. 

1.  Estimated  known  maximum  flood  at  damsite  ...  10  cfs*  (W.S.  Elev.  475.3) 

2.  Spillway  capacity 

a.  Principal  ...  106  cfs  (W.S.  Elev.  476.8) 

b.  Principal  +  emergency  ...  403  cfs  (W.S.  Elev.  478.8) 

c.  Elevation  (Ft.  above  MSL).  The  following  elevations  were  determined 
by  survey  and  are  based  on  topographic  data  shown  on  the  1954  U.S.G.S. 

Herculaneum,  Missouri,  Quadrangle  Map,  7.5  Minute  Series,  photorevised  1968 
and  1974. 

1.  Observed  pool  ...  474.6 

2.  Normal  pool  ...  475.0 

3.  Spillway  crest 

a.  Principal  ...  475.0 

b.  Emergency  ...  476.8 

4.  Maximum  experienced  pool  ...  475.5* 

5.  Top  of  dam  ...  479.8  (Min.) 

6.  Effective  top  of  dam  .  .  .  478.8** 

•Based  on  an  estimate  of  lake  level  as  observed  by  Mr.  James  E.  LaPlant. ,  Camp 

Ranger. 

••Elevation  at  which  lake  outflow  within  emergency  spillway  exceeds  permissible 
velocity . 
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7.  Streambed  at  centerline  of  dam  ...  454-v  (Est.) 

8.  Maximum  tailwater  ...  Unknown 

9.  Observed  tailwater  ...  None 

d.  Reservoir. 


1.  Length  at  normal  pool  (Eiev.  475.0)  ...  1,050  ft. 

2.  Length  of  pool  at  top  of  dam  (Elev.  479.8)  ...  1,200  ft. 

e.  Storage. 

1.  Normal  pool  ...  4 3  ae.  ft. 

2.  Top  of  dam  (incremental)  ...  57  ac.  ft. 

f .  Reservoir  Surface. 

1 .  Normal  pool  ...  7  acres 

2.  Top  of  dam  (incremental)  ...  2  acres 

g.  Dam.  The  height  of  the  dam  is  defined  to  be  the  overall  vertical 
distance  from  the  lowest  point  of  foundation  surface  at  the  downstream  toe  of 
the  barrier,  to  the  top  of  the  dam. 

1 .  Type  . . .  Earthfill 

2.  Length  ...  473  ft. 

3.  Height  ...  27  ft. 

4.  Top  width  ...  12  ft. 

5.  Side  slopes 

a.  Upstream  ...  Iv  on  1.5h  (above  waterline,  eroded) 

b.  Downstream  ...  Iv  on  2.2h  to  lv  on  2.9h 

6.  Cutoff  ...  Core  trench* 

7.  Slope  protection 

a.  Upstream  ...  Grass 

b.  Downstream  ...  Grass 

♦Per  construction  drawings  by  Reitz  \  Jens,  Consulting  Engineers,  May  19,  1979. 
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h.  Principal  Spillway. 


1. 

Type  ... 

Uncontrolled,  drop  inhi  ,  4-i 

'fit.  square  concrete 

r  i  se  r 

2. 

Loca  t ion 

...  Right  -Yid  nr  dam 

3. 

Top  ... 

Elevation  479.n 

4. 

Bottom  . 

..  Elevation  40'..  1 

5. 

Outlet  . 

..  48-inrh  di  vivter  cnrnin  ifee 

1  metal  pipe,  l°nqth 

47  feet 

i .  Emergency  Sp  i  1  Iway . 

1.  Type  ...  Uncontrolled,  excavated  earth,  trapezoidal  section 

2.  Location  ...  Left  abutment 

3.  Crest  ...  Elevation  47A.8 

4.  Approach  channel  ...  Lake 

5.  Outlet  channel  ...  V-section  earth 

j .  Lake  Drawdown  Eac i ]_i  ty  (Pil'd  i  al } . 

1.  Type  ...  6-Inch  rast-irnn  pipe* 

2.  Control  ...  f;<  •  *  ■  •  valve 

3.  Location  ...  Urnn  inlet 

4.  Discharge  ...  Elevation  An/'.fU 


»Per  construction  drawings  hy  Reitz  3  .Tens,  Consulting  Engineers,  May  19,  1969. 
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SECTION  ?  -  ENGINEERING  DATA 


2.1  DESIGN 

As  previously  stated,  the  original  dam,  a  structure  approximately  17  feet 
high  impounding  a  lake  of  about  3  acres,  was  raised  approximately  10  feet  in 
1969.  No  design  information  relative  to  the  original  dam,  which  was 
constructed  sometime  around  1935  by  Henry  Schlueter  (deceased),  a  local 
farmer,  is  known  to  exist.  Plans  for  raising  the  dam,  reference  Plates  6,  7 
and  8,  are  included  herein.  With  the  exception  of  the  data  shown  on  the  plans 
and  some  information  obtained  from  one  of  the  designers,  Fred  E.  Palmerton, 
formerly  with  Reitz  ft  Jens  and  now  employed  by  Anderson  Engineering,  Inc.  of 
Springfield,  Missouri,  no  record  of  the  design  work  is  known  to  exist. 
According  to  Reitz  &  Jens,  with  the  exception  of  these  drawings,  the  file 
containing  all  correspondence,  specifications,  calculations,  and  other  records 
was  recently  disposed  of  during  relocation  of  their  office. 

According  to  John  J.  Bailey,  Vice  President,  Reitz  ft  Jens,  a  design  for 
improving  the  dam  was  prepared  by  Soil  Conservation  Service  (SC3)  and,  at  the 
request  of  the  Girl  Scouts,  Reitz  ft  Jens,  was  invited  to  review  the  SCS 
design.  Investigations  by  Mr.  Palmerton  indicated  that  a  larger  principal 
spillway  than  that  recommended  by  SCS  would  require  less  frequent  use  of  the 
emergency  spillway  outlet.  The  Girl  Scouts  accepted  the  Reitz  ft  Jens  design 
changes  and  the  necessary  construction  plans  for  implementing  the  design  were 
prepared.  According  to  Mr.  Bailey,  the  information  shown  on  Sheet  1  of  the 
plans  was  in  part  done  by  SCS,  with  all  the  detail  shown  with  lower  case 
lettering  by  SCS,  and  the  detail  shown  with  upper  case  lettering  by  Reitz  ft 
Jens.  Since  the  embankment  and  the  emergency  spillway  section  is  done  in 
lower  case  lettering,  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  specified  by  SCS.  According 
to  Richard  E.  McMillen,  SCS  District  Conservationist,  St.  Louis  County 
(Jefferson  County  does  not  have  an  SCS  office,  and  the  work  done  there  is 
handled  by  the  St.  Louis  County  office),  there  are  no  records  of  this  design 
in  their  files. 

Mr.  Palmerton  reported  that  the  100-year  frequency  flood  was  the  basis  of 
the  Reitz  ft  Jens'  design  for  the  principal  spillway,  and  that  1.5  nr  2.0  feet 
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of  freeboard  was  provided  between  the  100-year  design  lake  level  and  the  crest 
of  the  emergency  spillway.  However,  Mr.  Palmerton  could  not  recall  the 
criteria  used  for  determining  nr  checking  the  proportions  of  the  emergency 
spillway  or  the  top  of  dam  elevation.  Mr.  Palmerton  indicated  that  he  is  of 
the  opinion  that,  with  the  exception  of  revising  the  principal  spillway,  the 
remainder  of  the  design,  including  the  embankment  requirements,  was  designated 
by  SCS. 

2.2  CONSTRUCTION 

As  previously  indicated,  the  original  dam  was  constructed  about  1935  by 
Henry  Schlueter,  a  local  farmer.  According  to  Ms.  Amanda  Schlueter,  her 
father  hand  excavated  a  seepage  cutoff  trench  approximately  18  inches  wide  to 
rock  along  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  dam  and  then  filled  the  section  with 
concrete.  Ms.  Schlueter  also  indicated  that  the  embankment  material  used  in 
the  dam  was  placed  using  a  mule  drawn  scraper.  In  1969,  in  accordance  with 
the  details  shown  on  the  plans  prepared  by  Reitz  &  Jens,  the  dam  was  raised 
approximately  10  feet.  The  contractor  that  performed  the  work  indicated  on 
the  plans  could  not  be  determined.  According  to  Mr.  Palmerton,  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge,  inspection  of  construction  activities  were  handled  by  SCS. 

2.3  OPERATION 

The  lake  level  is  uncontrolled  and  governed  by  the  elevation  of  the  top  of 
the  drop  inlet  type  spillway  as  well  ns  the  crest  of  the  emergency  spillway. 

No  indication  was  found  during  the  inspection  that  the  dam  has  been 
overtopped.  James  LaP.lant,  Ranger  and  camp  caretaker,  reported  that  the  dam 
has  never  been  overtopped,  and  that  the  highest  observed  lake  level  was  only 
about  0.3  foot  above  the  drop  inlet. 

Mr.  McMillen,  SCS  District  Conservationist,  recalled  inspecting  the  dam 
several  years  ago,  and  that  the  only  problem  he  observed  at  that  time  was  the 
rather  extensive  erosion  damage  of  the  upstream  face  of  the  embankment. 


2.4  EVALUATION 


a.  Avai lability .  Seepage  and  stability  analysis  tor  assessing  the 
design  of  the  dam  were  unavailable.  Recorded  data  available  is  limited  to 
information  shown  on  the  construction  plans  prepared  by  Reitz  h  Jens,  Inc.,  in 
1969. 

b.  Adequacy .  Seepage  and  stability  analyses  comparable  to  the 
requirements  of  the  "Recommended  Guidelines  for  Safety  Inspection  of  Darns" 
were  not  available,  which  is  considered  a  deficiency.  These  seepage  and 
stability  analyses  should  be  performed  for  appropriate  loading  conditions 
(including  earthquake  loads)  and  made  a  matter  of  record.  The  information 
shown  on  the  logs  of  the  test  borings  may  have  to  be  supplemented  by 
additional  borings  to  obtain  undisturbed  samples  of  foundation  materials  for 
determination  of  necessary  shear  strengths  to  be  utilized  in  the  stability 
analyses. 

According  to  hydrologic/hydraulic  investigations  performed  under  the 
direction  of  the  inspection  team,  the  spillways  arc  capable  of  passing  lake 
outflow  corresponding  to  about  60  percent  of  the  probable  maximum  flood 
inflow.  Since  spillway  capacity  exceeds  the  recommended  spillway  design 
flood,  i.e.  one-half  the  probable  maximum  flood,  no  further  hydrologic/ 
hydraulic  investigations  are  considered  necessary. 
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SECTION 


VI  SI  I  A!  INSPECTION 


3.1  FINDINGS 

a.  General .  A  visual  inspection  of  the  At  woo.  j  Lake  Dam  was  untie  by 
Horner  &  Shifrin  engineering  personnel,  R.  F.  SauthnU',  Civil  Engineer, 

H.  B.  Lockett,  Hydrologist,  and  A.  R.  Becker,  lr.,  Civil  and  Soils  rng:noor, 
on  8  October  1980.  An  examination  of  the  dam  area  was  also  made  by  an 
engineering  geologist,  Jerry  D.  Higgins,  Ph.D. ,  a  consultant  retained  by 
Horner  &  Shifrin  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  si*e  geology.  Also  examined 
at  the  time  of  the  inspection  were  the  areas  and  features  below  the  dam  within 
the  potential  flood  damage  zone.  Photographs  of  the  dam  taken  at  the  time  of 
the  inspection  are  included  on  pages  A-l  through  A -A  of  Appendix  A.  The 
locations  of  the  photographs  taken  during  the  inspection  are  indicated  on 
Plate  3. 


b.  Site  Geology.  Atwood  Lake  is  located  in  a  steep-walled  valley  on  tine 
north  side  of  Sand  Ridge,  and  is  a  tributary  to  Sandy  Creek.  The  topography 
around  the  lake  site  is  moderately  rugged  with  low  cliffs  forming  some  valley 
walls.  Relief  between  the  valley  floor  and  surrounding  drainage  divides 
ranges  up  to  a  maximum  of  approximately  ?90  feet.  The  area  is  included  within 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  Ozark  Plateaus  Phyging rapoic  Province,  and  the 
regional  dip  of  the  bedrock  is  to  the  northeast. 

The  bedrock  at  the  site  consists  of  Ordovician-age  sandstones  and 
dolomites  of  the  St.  Peter  and  Joachim  formations.  The  lake  is  located  on  the 
St.  Peter  sandstone  with  the  Joachim  dolomite  exposed  approximately  ?r>  feet 
above  the  crest  of  the  dam.  The  St.  Peter  formation  is  exposed  in  a  steep 
bluff  which  forms  the  south  shore  of  the  lake.  No  faulting  was  observed  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lake. 

The  St.  Peter  formation  is  a  white,  fine-  in  medium-grained,  pure  quartz 
sandstone.  It  generally  is  massively  bedded  and,  a1 though  loosely  cemented, 
exposed  rock  surfaces  usually  are  rase -hardened  by  weathering  processes.  The 
sandstones  are  permeable  and  will  transmit  water  readily.  Reservoir  leakage 
is  a  common  problem  if  a  sufficient  soil  cover  is  not  left  nn  the  reservoir 
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floor.  The  Joachim  formation  is  composed  primarily  of  a  ye  1  low i sh -brown, 
argillaceous  dolomite.  Interbedded  limestone  and  shale  are  present  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  formation.  The  dolomites  are  extensively  jointed  and  have 
undergone  considerable  solution  weathering,  causing  the  permeability  of  the 
bedrock  to  be  high.  Sinkholes,  caves,  and  springs  are  common  in  this 
formation,  although  none  were  observed  at  the  lake  site. 

The  soils  at  the  site  are  of  two  types.  Slopes  above  the  reservoir  are 
covered  with  a  thin,  stony  residual  soil  (n.,  tlni  Pod  So;l  Classi  f :  eat  ion 
System)  derived  from  weathering  of  the  dolomite  bedrock.  The  soil  around  the 
shoreline  consists  of  a  mixture  of  sandy  residuum  f-om  the  St.  Peter  sandstone 
and  colluvium  from  the  upper  slopes.  The  resid  ting  sni1  is  a  sandy,  stony 
clay  (ML-CL  range).  The  lake  is  located  on  pemeahlo  he-Jrock;  however, 
leakage  reportedly  is  not  a  problem.  The  sol1-,  in  not  appear  to  he  permeable 
and  are  of  sufficient  thickness  to  retard  nv>v--.:ieni  of  water  to  h  vlrock. 
However,  these  soils  are  susceptible  to  erosion. 

The  most  significant,  geologic  conditions  -,!  the  site  are  the  permeable 
bedrock  forming  the  valley  floor  and  the  erndihility  of  the  soils.  The  soil 
deposits  appear  to  be  sufficiently  thick  enough  to  prohibit  excessive  water 
loss  from  the  lake.  No  other  geologic  condi  t:  bans  wore  observed  that  would 
adversely  affect  the  performance  nr  stability  if  the  dam  embankment. 

c.  Dam.  The  visible  portions  of  the  upstream  and  downstream  faces  as 
well  as  the  dam  crest  (see  Photo  1,  ?.  and  T)  were  examined  and  found  to  he  in 
sound  condition,  although  erosion  that  appeared  to  he  due  tn  wave  action 
and/or  fluctuations  of  the  lake  level  bad  created  a  steep,  and  in  some  p.aces 
a  near  vertical  bank  about  TO  inches  high  along  almost  the  entire  unprotected 
(no  riprap)  upstream  face  of  the  dam.  Sloughing  of  trie  slope  extending  from 
the  waterline  to  the  dam  crest  (see  Photo  10)  was  observed  in  the  vicinity  of 
station  0+10+.  Some  minor  surface  cracking,  about,  a  inches  deep  and  up  tn  6 
inches  in  length,  was  also  noticed  along  the  upst roam  face  n>nr  the  top  of  the 
slope.  Patches  of  dense  undergrowth  and  several  small  trees  (see  Photo  111 
were  found  throughout  the  entire  downstream  face  of  the  dam,  and  although  it 
was  later  reported  by  Mr.  I.ahlant,  Damp  Rung''*',  that  several  groundhog  dens 
existed  in  the  downstream  cede  of  the  dam,  no  animal  bir tows  were  found  during 


the  inspection.  It  is  very  likely  tint  the  dense  ' inrternrowth  on  the 
downstream  face  of  the  dam  preventm;  notion  if  these  burrows.  No  undue 
settlement  of  the  dam  crest,  sloughing  of  the  downstream  slope,  or  erosion  of 
the  embankment  at  the  abutments  was  noted.  stun  it  no  wot.er  was  not  ire  j 

within  the  original  stream  channel  just:  -jri-wcsl  ;  ••am  n*  she  p;-  i :  ,,'i ; ,a  ’  : ) :  ’  1  w n v 

outlet ;  however,  it  could  no  t  he  determine  i  i  *  t  r  •  :  1  w  ,vr;.  fr  fir- 

lake  or  ground  water  exiting  the  hillside  of  the  r  Teht  abutment  :  in  or  r 
event,  the  quantity  was  minor  and  not  considered  1  o  he  o'  igni  f:canr->.  T,v 
grass  on  the  dam  crest,  a  combination  of  clover  and  fescue,  hod  i-.ven*  i •/  g.-on 
mowed;  elsewhere,  the  grass,  a  combination  of  ler.pede.vi,  native  g-  re.es,  and 
weeds,  was  on  the  order  of  f  feet  high.  I  vmii not  :on  of  a  sni 1  sample  nbt  ,’ned 
from  the  downstream  side  of  the  embankment  near  the  renter  of  the  dam, 
indicated  the  surficial  material  nf  the  dam  to  he  a  reddish-hrnwn  lean  ri  vy 
(CL)  of  medium  plasticity. 

The  drop  inlet  spillway  structure  (sec  Photo  /*)  was  examined  and  found  to 
be  in  satisfactory  condition.  No  cracking  or  significant;  deterioration  of  the 
concrete  structure  was  noticed.  Except  for  a  light  coating  nf  rust  on  th» 
surface,  the  steel  reinforcing  bar  type  trash  rant;  on  the  top  nf  the  inlet 
appeared  to  be  in  reasonably  good  condition.  As  far  as  could  be  determined, 
the  lake  drawdown  pipe  cast-iron  gate  valve  ( see  Photo  9)  also  appeared  to  be 
in  satisfactory  condition,  although  it  was  not  operated  to  check  its 
capability.  The  4 8- inch  corrugated  m-’tal  pipe  that  serves  as  an  nutlet  f se¬ 
ttle  drop  inlet,  including  the  concrete  beadwal  !  ;?  mct.ure  at  the  downstream 
end  of  the  pipe  (see  Photo  ,  was  inspected  and  no  significant  defects  were 
noticed,  although  some  drainage  was  trapped  wi'tiin  the  pipe.  Accord  in  i  t.n 
survey  data  obtained  during  the  inspection,  the  obn  p :nn  of  tin1  chanoc'  ;ust 
downstream  of  the  pipe  was  about  fl.e  foot,  higti'-r  than  t  •  i*»  enu  of  the  pipe 
which  would  account  for  the  standing  water  within  the  pipe.  As  fat  as  con'd 
be  determined,  the  bituminous  coat  ing  nn  the  interior  of  the  pipe  appeared  t.o 
be  intact.  The  outlet  channel  just  downstream  of  the  pipe  (see  PI  into  o)  was 
inspected  and  found  to  he  in  good  condition  with  nn  indication  of  significant 
erosion  of  the  earth  and  sandstone  invert. 

The  emergency  spillway  (see  Photo  7)  .and  outlet  channel  (see  Photo  8)  were 
Inspected  and  found  to  be  in  satisfactory  condition,  although  erosion  had 
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created  a  gulley  approximately  ■?  feet  wide  and  '*'  feet  deep  within  the  channel 
beginning  at  a  point  about  75  feet  downstream  of  the  spillway  crest.  Since  it 
was  reported  that  the  lake  has  not  overflowed  Hie  emu-  jeney  spillway  crest, 
the  erosion  was  apparently  due  t.o  overland  drainage,  fogs  had  been  placed  in 
the  gulley  (see  Photo  12)  in  order  to  prevent  further  erosion.  It  did  not 
appear  that  the  eroded  area  was  near  enough  to  the  dam  at  this  time  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  slope. 

d.  Appurtenant  Structures.  No  appurtenant  structures  were  observed  at 
this  dam  site. 

e.  Downstream  Channel.  Except  for  the  culvert  crossing  at  Sandy  Road, 
the  channel  downstream  of  the  dam  within  the  potential  flood  damage  ’one  is 
unimproved.  The  channel  section  is  irregular  and  for  l ho  most  part,  lined 
with  trees.  A  small  nearly  dried  up  lake,  Cedar  take  as  identified  on  the 
Watershed  Map,  Plate  2,  lies  along  the  course  of  the  channel  ipproxima*  nly 
2,000  feet  downstream  of  the  dam.  The  stream  join-.  Ccnuv  Peek  she  it;  one  mile 
downstream  of  the  impoundment. 

f.  Reservoir.  Except  for  3  narrow,  grass-envc  > '  area  m  the  :,.r  '  '•  die 

of  the  lake  where  a  roadway  that  serves  to  ancoss  i  !v  ’eke  and  dam  is  ed, 

the  hillsides  contingent  to  the  reservoir  or-'  covered  with  trees.  No 
significant  erosion  of  the  lake  hanks  was  observed.  At  I  he-  *•  ime  of  t  he 
inspection,  the  lake  was  about  O.A  foot  below  normal  pool  level  and  the  water 
within  the  reservoir  was  clear.  The  amount  of  sediment,  within  the  lake  could 

not  be  determined  at  the  time  of  the  inspection;  however,  due  to  the 

vegetation  covering  the  surrounding  area  and  the  fact  that  the  genera)  area 

adjacent  to  the  lake  appeared  to  be  well  maintained,  it  is  not  expected  to  be 

signi ficant . 

3.2  EVALUATION 

The  deficiencies  observed  during  the  inspect  inn  and  noted  herein  are  not 
considered  significant  to  warrant  immediate  remedial  action.  However,  if  is 
recommended  that,  as  soon  as  practical,  the  eroded  areas  of  the  upstream  face 
of  the  dam  be  restored  and  some  durable  form  of  protect  inn  he  provid'd  in 
order  to  prevent  future  erosion. 


SECTION  .'i  -  OPERATIONAL  PROODURFS 


A . 1  PROCEDURES 


The  spillways  are  uncontrolled.  The  lake  surface  level  is  governed  bv 
precipitation  runoff,  evaporation,  seepage,  and  the  capacities  of  the 
oncontrolled  spillways. 

A. 2  MAINTENANCE  OF  DAM 


According  to  James  E.  LaPiant,  Ranger  and  camp  caretaker,  tne  dam  receives 
some  maintenance,  such  as  periodic  cutting  of  the  grass  on  the  dam  crest 
through  the  growing  season  and  the  removal,  about  3  years  ago,  of  the  larger 
trees  from  the  downstream  face  of  the  dam.  Mr.  L.aPlant  also  reported  that 
groundhog  holes  exist  in  the  downstream  face  of  the  dam  and  that  several 
holes,  believed  to  be  muskrat  burrows,  have  been  observed  along  the  upstream 
face  of  the  dam.  According  to  Mr.  LaPiant,  the  dim  has  been  experiencing 
erosion  problems  along  the  upstream  face  of  the  embankment  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  the  eroded  area  within  the  emergency  spillway  outlet  channel 
occurred  from  stormwater  runoff. 

A. 3  MAINTENANCE  OF  OUTLET  OPERA  UNO  FACILITIES 

With  the  exception  of  the  v  live  on  the  lake  drawdown  pipe,  no  outlet 
facilities  requiring  operation  exist,  o'  this  dam. 

A. A  DESCRIPTION  OF  ANY  WARN  I.  NO  SYSTEM  IN  EFFECT 

The  .inspection  did  not  reveal  the  ■  .<  >  .t  i-nro  ot  a  dam  failure  warning 
system. 

A. 3  EVALUATION 


It  is  recommended  that  maintenance  nf  the  dam  i1 on  include  periodic 
cutting  of  grass  on  the  downstream  face  of  the  gam,  restoration  of  the  dan 
along  the  upstream  face,  and  provision  of  a  suitable  form  of  protection  (not 
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grass)  along  the  upstream  slope  in  order  to  prevent  erosion  by  wave  action  or 
by  fluctuations  of  the  lake  level.  Steps  should  he  taken  to  rid  the  dam  of 
burrowing  animals  as  well  as  the  dense  undergrowth  that  conceals  their 
burrows.  Provision  should  also  be  taken  to  restore  the  eroded  areas  of  the 
emergency  spillway  outlet  channel  and  to  provide  some  durable  form  of 
protection  to  prevent  future  erosion  of  the  channel  by  spillway  flows  or 
overland  drainage.  Trees  on  the  dam  should  be  removed  since  tree  roots,  as 
well  as  animal  burrows,  can  provide  passageways  for  lake  seepage  that  can  lead 
to  a  piping  condition  and  failure  of  the  dam.  It  is  also  [•■rninniended  that  a 
detailed  inspection  of  the  dam  he  instituted  nn  a  regular  basis  by  an  engineer 
experienced  in  the  design  and  construction  of  dams  and  that  records  be  kept  of 
all  inspections  made  and  remedial  measures  taken. 

i 


SECT  ION  5  -  HYIJIJAl.il  f r ; / i  IV  )i4  II  OH! 

5.1  EVALUATION  OF  Ft  A  TUN  IS 

a.  Design  Tata.  Design  data  nr-'  not  avai  i  sM 

b.  Experience  Data.  The  drainage  area  and  lake  surface  area  were 
developed  from  the  1954  USGS  Herculaneum,  Missouri,  Quadrangle  Map 

(photo  re  vised  1963  and  1974).  The  proportion1,  and  dimension:-,  of  the  spillways 
and  dam  were  developed  from  surveys  made  during  the  inspection.  Records  of 
rainfall,  streamflow  or  flood  data  for  the  wast orshed  are  not  available. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  watershed  for  this  reservoir  is  small  and  since 
there  is  no  history  of  excessive  reservoir  leakage  that  would  adversely  affect 
the  normal  operating  level  of  the  lake,  the  lake  level  was  assumed  to  he  at 
normal  pool  as  a  result  of  antecedent  storms  prior  to  occurrence  of  the  PMF 
and  the  probabilistic  storm. 

According  to  the  St.  Louis  District,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  estimated 
flood  damage  zone,  should  failure  of  t.ho  dam  occur,  extends  one  mile 
downstream  of  the  dam. 

c .  Visual  Observ a t i ons . 

1.  The  principal  spillway,  n  43-inch  square  reinforced  concrete 
drop  inlet  with  a  concrete  bnekwall,  is  located  nea-  the  right,  or  south, 
abutment  of  the  dam.  The  drop  inlet  is  about  3.9  feet  deep.  A  reinforcing 
bar  grating  with  a  six-inch  mesh  over  the  top  of  the  inlet  serves  as  a  trash 
screen.  (Due  to  the  fact  that  the  camp  property,  including  the  clam,  is 
maintained  by  a  full  time  caretaker  that  resides  on  the  premises,  and  since 
there  is  no  history  of  clogging  of  the  trash  screen,  no  allowance  in  capacity 
for  blockage  of  the  principal  spillway  by  lake  carried  debris  was  made.) 

2.  A  48-inch  corrugated  metal  pipe  extends  from  the  drop  inlet  to  a 
concrete  headwall  about  31  feet  downstream  of  the  centerline  of  the  dam.  The 
outlet  channel  extends  about  63  feet  beyond  the  headwall  and  terminates  in  an 
abrupt  drop. 
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3.  The  emergency  spillway,  an  excavate!  earth,  broad-crested 
trapezoidal  section,  is  located  in  the  hillside  of  the  left,  or  north, 
abutment.  This  spillway  has  a  vegetative  type  nt  cover. 

4.  The  emergency  spillway  outlet  e!m:».el ,  a  shallow  '/-sect  ion , 
extends  southwardly  adjacent  to  the  downstream  too  of  the  dam  and  joins  the 
original  stream  channel  about  40  feet  downs l  ream  of  dam. 

d.  Overtopping  Potential  .  the  spillway  -,  'rciueipd  plus  emenjt •ncy)  an* 
inadequate  to  pass  the  probable  maximum  flood  wd  Imit  ov  *r‘  o;ipi  ng  the  dam. 

The  spillways  are  considered  incapable  of  passing  one-half  the  probable 
maximum  flood  wit  hough  significant  degradation  o!  the  t  a ,  i- rgency  spl  Iway  err’d, 
by  lake  outflow.  The  spillways  are  adequate,  however,  to  pass  the  1  percent 
chance  (100-year  frequency)  flood  without  over topping  the  dam.  The  results  of 
the  dam  overtopping  analysis  are  as  follows: 

(Note:  The  data  appearing  in  the  following  table  has  been  extracted  from  the 
con.outer  output  data  appearing  in  Appendix  R.  decimal  values  have  been 
rounded  to  the  nearest  one-tenth  in  order  to  prevent  assumption  of  unwarranted 
accuracy . ) 


Ra  t  io 

of  PMF 

0-Peak 

Outflow  Jcfs)_ 

Max.  hake 

W.S.  Llev. 

Max.  0ept.li  (Ft.) 

of  Flow  over 

effective  Top  of 

Dam  ( F lev .  478.8) 

Duration  of 

Overtopping 

of  Darn  (Hrs. 

0.  30 

304 

4  79 .  p 

0.4 

0.4 

1 . 00 

1  ,994 

48' ' .  8 

1 . 3 

1%  Probability 

Flood 

1  x  c> 

477.1 

0.1 1 

0.0 

Elevation  478. 8  was  considered  to  be  the  effective  top  of  dam  elevation. 
With  the  lake  level  at  elevation  478.8,  the  peak  velocity  of  lake  outflow 
within  the  emergency  spillway  is  6.0  feet  per  second,  and  the  assumed 
permissible  (non-erosive)  velocity  of  3.0  feet  per  second  is  exceeded  for 
approximately  0.9  hour,  which  is  considered  acceptable.  The  maximum  flow 


safely  passing  the  spillway  just  print-  to  Uv  ’  ike  level  reaching  the 
effective  top  of  dam  elevation,  was  detupnin**)  lo  he  approx  imat  <■!  y  .'in'  cfs, 
which  is  the  routed  outflow  corresponding  in  about  i. ’  purccnt  of  the  pn >- 
maximum  flood  inflow. 

e.  Evaluation.  Experience  w.th  embankment  s  con:..!  meted  of  si  mi  'nr 
material  (a  lean  clay  of  medium  plasticity)  to  that  used  to  construct  this  dam 
have  shown  evidence  that  the  material,  ur/'er  certain  conditions  such  as  high 
velocity  flow,  can  be  very  e rod idle.  Such  a  condition  exists  during  the  IMF 
when  large  lake  outflow,  accompanied  lay  high  flow  velocities,  occurs,  for  the 
PME  condition,  both  the  effective  top  of  dam  (elevation  478  8)  and  the  actual 
top  of  dam  (elevation  479.8)  were  found  to  he  overtopped.  For  the  one-half 
PME  condition,  only  the  effective  top  of  dam  was  found  to  he  exceeded.  Damage 
by  erosion  of  the  dam  and/or  emergency  spillway  is  expected  during  occurrence 
of  the  one-half  PMF  and  PMF  events.  Ihe  extent  of  those  damages  is  not 
predictable  within  the  scope  of  these  investigations;  however,  ther*  is  a 
possibility,  particularly  during  the  PME,  that;  they  could  result  in  failure  by 
erosion  of  the  dam. 

f.  Reference .  Procedures  and  data  for  determining  ‘ho  probable  maxi  nun 
flood,  the  100-year  frequency  flood,  and  too  dis- •; ion,..  ,■■.  Plug  ourv  •  for  flow 
passing  the  spillways  and  dam  crest,  an?  presented  or,  .  a ■  .  •>-!  through  : if 
the  Appendix.  Listings  of  the  ll!X-l  (Dam  hit'  tv  Vernon)  input  data  for  both 
the  probable  maximum  flood  and  the  ! 00-yenr  frequency  flood  an*  shown  on  pages 
B-4  through  B-6.  Computer  output  data,  including  unit  hydrugrnph  ordinates, 
tabulation  of  PMF  rainfall,  loss  and  inflow  data  are  shown  on  pages  H-7 
through  B-10;  tabulation  of  lake  surface  area,  elevation  and  storage  volume 
is  shown  on  page  B-ll  and  tabulations  titled  "Summary  of  Dam  Safety  Analysis" 
for  the  PMF  and  .1  percent  chance  (100-year  frequency)  flood  are  also  shown  on 
page  B-ll . 


SECTION  6  -  STRUCT  OR  A!  ST  AIT!  I  I  TY 


6.1  EVALUATION  OF  STRUCTURAL  STABILITY 

a.  Visual  Observations.  Visual  observations  of  conditions  which 
adversely  affect  the  structural  stability  of  the  dam  are  discussed  in  Section 
3,  paragraph  3.1c. 

b.  Design  and  Construction  Oati.  with  l he  exception  of  the  test  ho ring 
logs  shown  on  the  construction  plans,  reference  Plate  6,  no  design  nr 
construction  data  relating  tn  the  structural  stability  of  the  dam  were 
available.  Seepage  and  stability  analyser,  comparable  tn  the  requirements  of 
the  "Recommended  Guidelines  fnr  Safety  Inspection  of  Pams"  were  not  wai table, 
which  is  considered  a  deficiency,  iiiese  seepage  and  stability  analyses  should 
be  performed  for  appropriate  load  in  i  conditions  ( including  earthquake  load-0 
and  made  a  matter  of  record. 

c.  Operating  Records.  Except  for  the  valve  on  the  lake  drawdown  pipe, 
no  appurtenant  structures  or  facilities  requiring  operation  exist  it  this 
dam.  According  to  Mr.  James  E.  LaPlant,  Ranger  and  camp  caretaker,  on  records 
of  the  lake  level,  spillway  discharge,  dam  settlement.,  nr  lake  seepage  are 

kept . 

d.  Post  Construction  Changes.  As  previously  stated,  the  dam  was 
originally  constructed  sometime  about  1936  and  raised  approximately  10  feet  to 
its  present  height  in  1969.  the  existing  drop  inlet  spillway  and  emergency 
spillway  were  provided  when  the  dam  was  raised.  According  to  Mr.  LaPlant,  no 
post  construction  changes  have  been  made  or  have  occured  since  1%9  which 
would  affect  the  structural  stability  of  the  dam.  A  possible  exception  is  the 
erosion  that  has  occurred  along  the  upstream  face  of  the  dam. 

e.  Sol  sinir  Stab  i  1  i  ty  .  The  dam  is  located  within  a  /one  I  [  s'dsmir 
probability  area.  An  earthquake  of  the  magnitude  that  might  occur  in  this 
area  would  not  be  expected  tn  cause  structural  damage  tn  a  w  ■  1 1  con-d  rue  led 
earthen  dam  of  this  si  /e  provided  that  st.it.ir  stability  conditions  are 
satisfactory  and  conventional  safely  margins  exist.  However,  it  is 


recommended  that  the  prescribed  seismic  load  inn  fm  this  /one  be  applied  in 
any  stability  analyses  performed  for  this  dam. 
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SECT  ION  7  -  A'Vil  SSMi  '!  !  Ml 


M!  AMIRI 


7.1  DAM  ASSESSMENT 

a.  Safety .  A  hydraulic  analyst  s  indi  ' ,i  ■  ■■!  ‘la!  the  spi  1 1  wav  a  a  ~e 

capable  of  passing  lake  outflow  of  ahnut.  w  :fs  without  the  level  of  t  he  lake 
exceeding  the  low  point  in  the  top  of  the  dam.  A  hydrologic  analysis  of  the 
lake  watershed  area,  as  discussed  in  Section  p  ira graph  s.  Id,  indicates  that 

for  storm  runoff  of  one-half  probable  maximum  flood  magnitude,  the  recommended 
spillway  design  flood,  the  lake  outflow  would  he  about  304  cfs,  and  that  for 
the  1  percent  chance  (ion-year  frequency)  flood,  the  lake  outflow  would  lie 
about  133  cfs. 

Seepage  and  stability  analyses  of  the  dam  were  not  available  for  review, 
and  therefore,  no  judgment  could  be  made  with  respect  to  the  structural 
stability  of  the  dam. 

Several  items  were  noticed  during  the  inspection  t hat  could  adversely 
affect  the  safety  of  the  dam.  These-  items  inn  hide  erosion  of  the  upstream 
face  of  the  dam,  trees  and  areas  of  dense  undergrowth  no  the  downstream  face 
of  the  embankment  and  erosion  of  the  emergency  spillway  nut  let.  channel . 

Animal  burrows  were  not  observed  during  '■  K  ■  : ; r;j •  *•< -t  ion,  hut  thei  r  presence  was 
indicated  by  Mt .  LaPlant,  the  camp  caretaker. 

b.  Adequacy  of  Inform.'!  inn.  Due  to  lack  of  design  and  rs  is  I  ruction 
data,  the  assessments  reported  herein  were  based  largely  on  externa! 
conditions  as  determined  during  the  visual  inspection.  The  assessments  of  the 
hydrology  of  the  watershed  and  capacity  of  Mae  spiPways  were  based  on  a 
hydrolog ic/hydraul ic  study  as  indicated  in  Section  Seepage  and  stability 
analyses  comparable  to  the  requirements  of  "Recommended  guidelines  for  Safety 
Inspection  of  Dams"  were  not  available,  which  is  considered  a  deficiency. 

c.  Urgency .  The  remedial  measures  recommended  in  paragraph  7.?  for  the 
items  concerning  the  safety  of  the  dam  noted  in  paragraph  7.1a  should  he 
accomplished  within  i he  near  future.  Res to rat  inn  and  protection  of  the 
upstream  face  of  the  dam  should  lie  assigned  a  high  priority. 


d.  Necessity  fur  Phase  11.  f5.iv.e-!  on  *.'»••  ••  sc:  of  *  he  Phase  i 

inspection,  a  Phase  II  invest i  ej.  i  * inn  is  on!  ree.  muni  Midi 

e.  Seismic  Stability.  Ihe  dam  i  -  1  ■  i-  .  it  ■  >. !  within  i  Aim'  [1  ,eismic 
probability  area.  An  earthquake  of  the  mannifude  that  mini  it  occur  in  thus 
area  would  not  he  expect  ed  to  cause  s!  ructio  n!  damuje  to  a  well  constructed 
earthen  dam  of  this  sire  provided  that  static  s!  ah  i  1  i  ‘  v  cund i  t ion  ;  are 
satisfactory  and  conventional  safety  man  ins  exi  ,!  .  >tnwv*r,  it  is 
recommended  that  tin?  prescribed  seismic  loading  for  thi  .  sene  he  applied  in 
any  stability  analyses  performed  for  this  dam. 

7.2  REMEDIAL  MEASURES 

a.  Recommendations.  The  folinwinq  action  is  rei-omm.  Tided : 

(1)  Provide  a  durable  form  of  protect  inn  at  ‘.tie  emergency  spj  1  tway 
in  order  to  prevent  erosion  of  the  spillway  hy  take  ml  flow  resulting  from  a 
storm  of  one-half  probable  maximum  flood  magnitude,  the  recommended  spillway 
design  flood  for  this  dam. 

(21  Obtain  the  necessarv  soil  lal.a  and  perform  dam  seepage  and 
stability  analyses  in  order  to  determine  the-  structural  stability  of  t.! in  dam 
for  all  operational  conditions,  'ieepn.v  and  *.;t  ihi  ;ty  analyses  should  !n- 
performed  by  a  qualified  professional  engineer  oxpor !enccd  in  the  demon  and 
construction  of  earthen  darns. 

b.  Operations  and  Maintenance  (0  A  M)  Procedures .  The  following  0  A  M 
procedures  are  recanmended: 

(1)  Restore  the  eroded  areas  of  the  upstream  face  of  the  dam  and 
provide  sane  form  of  protection,  other  than  grass,  in  order  to  prevent  future 
erosion  of  the  embankment  hy  wav’  action  or  hy  fluctuations  of  the  lake 
level.  Loss  of  embankment  material  due  to  erosion  can  impair  the  structural 
stability  of  the  dam. 


(2)  Remove  the  tree1',  and  the  undergrowth  that  can  conceal  animal 
burrows  from  the  downstream  face  of  the  dam.  Rid  the  dam  of  burrowing  animals 
and  restore  the  dam  at  all  holes  with  compacted  impervious  materia!  (clay). 
Tree  roots  and  animal  burrows  can  provide  passageways  for  lake  seepage  that 
can  develop  into  a  piping  condition  (progressive  internal  erosion)  which  can 
lead  to  failure  of  the  dam. 

(3)  Restore  the  eroded  area  of  the  emergency  spillway  outlet  channel 
and  provide  some  durable  form  of  protection  t.n  prevent  future  erosion  by  lake 
outflow  and/or  storm  water  runoff.  Although  not  considered  serious  enough  at 
this  time  to  jeopardize  the  stability  of  the  dam,  it  is  possible  that 
contirued  erosion  of  the  channel  could  affect  the  dam  and  allow  spillway 
releases  and/or  overland  drainage  to  encroach  upon  the  dam,  resulting  in  loss 
of  embankment  material  by  erosion  and  conditions  on favor  idle  to  the  st  ihility 
of  the  dam. 

(A)  Provide  maintenance  of  all  areas  of  the  dam  on  a  regularly 
scheduled  basis  in  order  to  insure  features  of  being  in  s »t isfa  :t ary 
operational  condition. 

(3)  A  detailed  inspection  of  <  he  dam  sh  mid  he  iar.t  i  tot  r-  ’  on  a 
regular  basis  by  an  engineer  experienced  in  (hr  design  and  const  rust  ion  of 
dams.  It  is  also  recommended,  for  future  reference,  that  •'ecords  h*-*  knot  if 
all  inspections  made  and  remedial  m\is:  ic-s  taken. 
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APPL'Norx  n 


HYDROLOGIC  AND  HYDRAULIC  ANALYSES 


HYDROl  Hi' I  '  AND  HY  DR  All  I  I'  !  DM!  DTAT  ION'', 


1.  The  HEC-l  D  im  Safety  Vers* on  (  July  ! ' ' 7 ,  Modi  f : t.*ri  26  February 
program  was  used  to  develop  inflow  and  outflow  hydrographs  ant!  dam  overtopping 
analyses,  with  hydrologic  inputs  as  follow.: 

a.  Probable  maximum  precipitation  (?0D  sg.  mile,  ?/»-hour  value  equals 
25.7  inches)  from  Hydrometeorological  Report  No.  5T.  flic 
precipitation  data  used  in  the  analysis  of  the  1  percent.  ( 100-year 
freguency)  flood  was  provideil  ( iy  ttv  St.  Louis  District,  f'orps  of 
Engineers. 

b.  Drainage  area  -  0.1 4r>  square  miles  -  os  acres. 


SCS  parameters: 

Time  of  Concentration  (T.k  •- 

L  H 


n.  sh*> 


0.09?  hours 


Where:  T  -  Travel  time  nf  wafer  1'r  >m  hydraulically  most 
distant  point  tn  point:  nf  interest,  hours 
L  =  Length  of  longest  watercourse  D.  31  miles 
H  =  Elevation  difference  IRQ  feet. 


The  time  of  concentration  (T  )  was  obtained  using  Method  C  as 
described  in  figure  !*Q,  "Design  of  Small  Darns",  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior,  flu  roan  of  Rer  lama1  inn,  and  was  verified 
using  average  channel  velocity  estimates  and  wot  erco-irse  lengths. 


Lag  time  -  O.nss  hours  (0.60  lei 

Hydrologic  Soil  Group  -  1  DOS  0  (Oasconait*  S'1’  b-s,  0.6  wooded,  o.  A 

meadow  per  Mis':  ami  neper  ll  Soil  Man  and 
field  invest  lost  ion') 

Soil  type  CN  7R  (AMC  [],  im-yr  flood) 

-  on  ( AMC  III,  IMF  een-j;  I  i  o,  0 


f 


2.  Spillway  releases  for  the  drop  inlet  spillway  were  computed  utilizhig 
equations  and  nomographs  presented  in  "Design  of  Sin  a  1 1  [Jams"  hy  the  U.  S . 
Department  of  the  Interior  (USDI)  for  drop  inlet  type  spillways.  Flow  has 
access  to  three  sides  of  the  4 8- inch  square  drop  inlet;  the  fourth  side 
consists  of  a  backwall  adjacent  to  the  upstream  fane  of  the  dam.  The  spillway 
crest  length  was  converted  to  an  equivalent  circular  length  and  corresponding 
radius  for  entry  into  the  flow  nomograph  parameter.  The  rise  of  the  nappe 
above  the  elevation  of  the  crest  lip  was  considered  negligible.  The  following 
equation  was  used  for  crest  control : 

0  =  C  (?K  R  1  H?/? 

O  '  S  0 

where  "Co  is  a  coefficient  obtained  f  rom  Figu-p  28;-  of  the  above  reference, 

expressed  in  terms  of  H  /Rc ,  "R  "  is  the  enuivalent  radius  nf  the 

spillway  crest,  1.91  feet,  and  "H  "  is  the  depth  nf  flow  over  the  crest. 

When  the  ratio  H  /R  reached  a  viiue  pf  i.hn,  biflow  was  determined  hv 
o  s 

assuming  flow  was  over  a  sharp  edge  submerged  -.ri  fire.  The  following  eurv  :on 

D  s 

was  used;  Q  -  Ca  (?gh)  ’  ,  where  "  is  a  oo<  y  f  i •  •  ■  ■  •  i '  rise- im. •. j  !-i  he  0.  7, 

"a"  is  the  area  of  the  orif'C",  ls.u  ;f,  "h"  n  the  height  of  Hnw  above  tne 

orifice,  and  "g"  is  acceler.d  inn  dir  ‘  n  q-  rvi  tv .  R<  f"--t  ••pge  "Handbook  "f 
Hydraulics",  Fifth  edition,  by  King  T  Rrah-r,  n  up 

Flow  through  the  48- inch  diameter  nutlet  pipe  was  determined  using 
Bernoulli's  equation  for  pressure  flow  in  pipes,  losses,  including  entrance, 
turn,  pipe  and  exit  losses  totaled  2.R9  velocity  heads.  Reference  "Handbook 
of  Hydraulics",  Fifth  edition,  by  king  />,  Brafer-(  pages  8-5  and  8-6. 

Discharge  quantities,  determined  by  ttie  methods  inscribed  herein,  were 
plotted  versus  corresponding  lake  water  surface  elevations  t.n  determine  the 
discharge  rating  curve  for  the  drop  inlet  '.pillway. 

5.  The  emergency  spillway  sect. ;  on  consists  nf  a  broad -cre-.'cd, 
trapezoidal  section  for  which  convent  iona'  wei:  formulas  *  In  not  apply. 

bpillway  release  rai^s  were  tdc-mined  a,  fnlluw.: 


a.  Spillway  crest,  sect  ion  properties  {areas,  "a",  mil  t  ip  wi  llh,  "t  " 
were  computed  for  various  depths,  "d". 

ti.  It  was  assumed  that  flow  n  vr  t  >  (>  •  '.ni'lw.iy  cp"-.t  would  .ecu'  .it 
critical  depth,  flow  at  critical  depth  whs  comput'-d  as 

J,  0.5 

Qc  =  (fLH)  for  the  various  depths,  "d".  Correspond! no 

velocities  (v  1  an<1  velocity  heads  (H  1  we  re  determined 
c  vc 

using  conventional  formulas.*  Reference,  "Handbook  of 
Hydraulics",  Fifth  F.dition,  by  King  \  Brater,  page  8-7. 

c.  Static  lake  levels  corresponding  tn  the  various  values  passing 
the  spillway  were  computed  as  critical  depths  plus  critical 
velocity  heads  (d(>-»H  ),  and  the  relationship  between  lake 

level  and  spillway  discharge  was  thus  obtained.  The  procedure 
neglects  the  minor  insignificant  friction  losses  across  the 
length  of  the  spillway. 

i.  The  discharges  for  (he  principal  and  e<r* •  rgency  spillways  for 
equal  elevations  were  suninated  for  entry  on  t '•  YT  and  Y'»  cards. 

a.  The  profile  of  '  he  rim  c“"s!  •  s  5  rm>gu!  ir  and  flow  av"  tor  d  m 
cannot  be  determined  by  ariplic  V.  inn  of  cony  •'*  :nngl  w,J  r  formulas.  •  "  ! 
length  and  elevation  data  for  the  d,  :«n  m  •>-.*  pr-  me;  wer-'  on1  i  in'r  t'v- 
ICC-1  Program  on  the  $!  and  $V  card'  .  The  pro  >-a>ii  I'.sunV’S  !  ha*  l"nw  o'.'  c 
the  dam  crest  section  occurs  at  rr?(  ie.il  :V  pth  x id  enmput e*.  interna! ! v 
the  flow  passing  the  dam  crest  and  a  i>  k  this  r !  r>w  ■  n  l.tv  flow  pa  rung  t  h" 
spillway  as  entered  no  the  Y-'i  and  Y'.  ranis. 
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PERCENT  PROBABILITY  FLOOD  (cont’d) 
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